
February 9th—Valentine’s 
Day Party 6:30-8:00 

February 15th—PAC  

meeting 6:30 

February 19th— No school 
Presidents Day 

February 20th-23rd—No 
school February vacation 

March 12th-16th—Food 
Drive 

March 19th-23rd—Basket 
Raffle 

March 22nd—Early release 
parent/teacher conference 

March 23rd—Early release 
parent/teacher conference 

March 23rd—Ice cream 
Social 

February 

Calendar 
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The Best Gifts We Can Give Our Kids 

By Mrs. Weintrob 
 

As a parent and educator, I spend a lot of time thinking about and 

researching how to support the development of healthy, happy, inde-

pendent kids.   During the primary school years, our job is to build 

the solid foundation so crucial for students‘ academic success as well 

as their social-emotional stability.   However, in this ever-changing, 

technology-driven world, it is a challenge to know the skills our chil-

dren will need to succeed in the future.   Harvard researcher, Tony 

Wagner, identifies the following 7 essential skills for life in the 21st 

century: 

 

1. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

2. Collaboration and Leadership 

3. Agility and Adaptability 

4. Initiative and Entrepreneurialism 

5. Effective Oral and Written Communication 

6. Accessing and Analyzing Information 

7. Curiosity and Imagination 

 
Wagner explains that traditional schools need to examine and 

change instructional approaches to incorporate and support the de-

velopment of these skills.  In Easton‘ PK – 2 schools, we are 

thoughtfully designing hands-on, open-ended activities where stu-

dents must be collaborative and think critically as they work to ana-

lyze information and solve problems.  Inherent in this learning proc-

ess is trial and error, which means students must be comfortable 

with, in fact, inspired by failure.  Unfortunately, because our society 

tends to shelter kids from life‘s obstacles, many students have diffi-

culty accepting failure as part of the learning process and quickly 

give up if they don‘t know the ―right‖ answer immediately.    

 

Continued…. 
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In Jessica Lahey‘s book, The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents Let Go So Their Chil-

dren Can Succeed, she argues that ―even though parents see themselves as being highly 

responsive to their children‘s well being, they aren‘t giving them the chance to experi-

ence failure—or the opportunity to learn to solve their own problems.   Parents must learn 

to allow their children to experience the disappointment and frustration that occur from 

life‘s inevitable problems so that they can grow up to be successful, resilient, and self-

reliant adults. Over-parenting has the potential to ruin a child‘s confidence and undermine 

their education.‖  

 

Through reflection and a willingness to shift our way of thinking, parents and educators 

can provide children with the appropriate support and learning opportunities to become 

independent, well-adjusted individuals.  It‘s important to keep in mind that our goal is to 

prepare our kids for life‘s path not to prepare the path for our kids.  The best gifts we can 

give our kids are independence and self-confidence.  

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjev6aqgvvYAhUB3FMKHV3mC5oQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FGift-Failure-Parents-Children-Succeed%2Fdp%2FB00XO2VW9O&psig=AOvVaw155gnK2Fz42ogc1LVcwstn&ust=
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CENTER SCHOOL 

100 Cans of Food for 100 Days of School 

(February 12th –  February 16th) 

 

Celebrating the 100th Day of School By Helping Others 

 

         

 

The goal for each classroom is to collect 100 items of food by Friday, February 

16th – the week of the 100th day of school.  Children may bring in donations be-

ginning on Monday, February 12th until Friday, February 16th 

 

The food will be collected in each classroom with students and teachers keep-

ing track of how much is collected – trying to reach their goal of 100 items! 

There will be a bulletin board in the lobby of the school during the week where 

you can see how close your child‘s classroom is getting to their goal. 

Please see below for suggested items for each grade to bring in.  Please be sure 

to donate non-perishable items that are NOT dented, damaged or expired. 

 

Preschool: Baby food 

Kindergarten: Canned Meals 

First Grade: Canned soup, canned tuna/meats, canned fruit/vegetables 

Second Grade: Boxed pasta and canned sauce 

Extras to Donate:  cereal, peanut butter, brownie or cookie mixes. 
 

100 Cans of Food for 100 Days of School 

Continued... 
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The Easton Food Pantry distributes food to over 80 Easton families 

each week. They can really use our help in keeping their shelves 

stocked. 

 

We could use volunteers to help collect and organize the food on the 

morning of February 16th (from 9:30 to about 10:30).  

 

If you are able to help please contact Mrs. Weintrob

(aweintrob@easton.k12.ma.us) 

 

100 Cans of Food for 100 Days of School continued…. 
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What can parents do to help keep our children stay healthy and safe? 

 

Please follow these guidelines when deciding when to keep your child home from school? 

Excessive uncontrolled coughing 
 

Vomiting and/or diarrhea (the expectation is that the child has not vomited or had diarrhea for 24 

hours before returning to school) 
 

Temperature over 100 degrees (children should be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 

medicines before returning to school) 

 

How should I communicate and absence due to illness? 

 

Please call the school and speak with our secretary, Mrs. Spinale directly or leave a message on the 
Absence Line: 508-230-3233 ext. 210 

 

If you are communicating with your child‘s teacher via email about medical concerns please add the 

nurse to the email at cclark@easton.k12.ma.us 

 

    Flu Vaccines – It‘s Not Too Late 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends annual seasonal influenza immunization 

for everyone 6 months and older, including children and adolescents. 

Influenza typically continues through April. It isn‘t too late to benefit from Seasonal flu vac-

cines. The vaccine is available at pharmacies and your health care provider. We encourage 

all children to be vaccinated. 

From the Health Office 

Continued... 

mailto:cclark@easton.k12.ma.us
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Hand Washing: A Powerful Antidote to Illness 

 
Hand washing can stop the spread of infection. The key is to encourage your child to wash 

her hands throughout the day. For example, help her or remind her to wash her hands:   

 Before eating (including snacks)   

 

 After a trip to the bathroom   

 

 Whenever he/ she comes in from playing outdoors   

 After touching an animal like a family pet   

 After sneezing or coughing if she covers her mouth   

 When someone in the household is ill 

 

Studies on hand washing in public restrooms show that most people don‘t have very good 

hygiene habits. ―Hand washing‖ may mean just a quick splash of water and perhaps a 

squirt of soap, but not nearly enough to get their hands clean. 

How Long to Wash 

 
Keep in mind that although 10 to 15 seconds of hand washing sounds like an instant, it is 

much longer than you think. Time yourself the next time you wash your hands. Watch your 

child while she‘s washing her hands to make sure she‘s developing good hygiene behaviors. 

Pick a song that lasts for 15-20 seconds and sing it while you wash. (Happy Birthday) En-

courage your child to wash her hands not only at home, but also at school, at friends‘ homes, 

and everywhere else. It‘s an important habit for her to get into, and hopefully one that‘s 

hard to break!  https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/ 

From the Health Office continued... 

Continued... 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Bathroom-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Backyard-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/from-insects-animals/Pages/Pets-and-Pasteurella-Infections.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/ear-nose-throat/Pages/Coughs-and-Colds-Medicines-or-Home-Remedies.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/toddler/toilet-training/Pages/Using-a-Public-Bathroom.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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Grade 2 Parent Survey on the Topic of Stress and Anxiety 

Grade 2 parents were asked to complete a short survey online or on paper and return to school. 

 

If not already completed, we are still accepting these surveys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child has outgrown sweatpants or other comfortable clothing that you 

would like to donate, please consider sending them to the school.  Extra clothes 

come in handy when students fall in a puddle at recess or spill water or milk on 

themselves at lunch. Thank you  

From the Health Office continued... 
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January Bucket Fillers  
 

Each week teachers and staff members nominate members of 

the Center School community to be recognized as Bucket Fill-

ers. Mrs. Weintrob announces the weekly Bucket Fillers on 

Friday afternoon and awards them with a certificate.  

 

Bucket Fillers RULE Center School  

Respectful  

Use kind words  

Lead by example  

Extra effort  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued... 
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January Bucket Fillers Continued... 
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Spotlight on. . . 

Making Learning Fun 

 

 

Second graders learn about states of matter through Lifecycle of a 

Snowman activity. 

 

Continued…. 
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Mr. Dennison’s Music Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

Center School music classes enjoyed the school-wide Holiday Sing in December, and we 

were back to work on new music this January. I led small discussions about Dr. King in 

first and second grade. Then we learned songs that support his messages. Second graders 

(song: Martin Luther King) worked in small groups  to compose their own musical line 

about Dr. King. Then they sang their creation together with the class. First graders (song: 

We Shall Overcome) were asked to imagine singing their song as they waited for a Dr. King 

speech. In Kindergarten, we learned two folk songs made popular by Pete Seeger and stu-

dents had the opportunity to hear his recording of the songs. 

-Mr. Dennison 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

Song: Clap Hands Like Me     

Concept/Activity: Skipping (‗Skip to my Lou‘) 

 

1st GRADE 

Song: Bought Me A Cat 

Concept/Activity: High and Low sounds 

 

2nd GRADE 

Song: Rocky Mountain 

Concept/Activity: 4-beat rhythm lines and ―Rest‖ 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj93qDtuuvRAhVDOyYKHVBYDlEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F131941464054744643%2F&bvm=bv.145822982,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0vdC-GxsFO8VL1E6h0saAoFk8Tw&
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT6cfbuuvRAhVHOyYKHSaZAf0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchristmas-music-notes-border-clip-art&bvm=bv.145822982,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0vdC
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Center School PAC 

Parent Advisory Council 

 

The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) functions like a Parent 

Teacher Association (PTA) to support the students and their  

families experience at Center School. 

 

PAC fundraises and plans community-building events that sup-

port Center School and the educational goals of the curriculum.  

PAC also funds educational tools, technologies, equipment, sup-

porting materials for classrooms, and individual students. 

 

As a parent or guardian of a Center School student, you are al-

ready a member of PAC.  You are always invited to attend a 

meeting and help us make this school year amazing! 

PAC (Carly Hudson) 

Continued... 
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Below is a list of all PAC meetings scheduled for the 2017-2018 school 

year.  All meetings are at 6:30pm in the Center school library.   

Please note that babysitting will be provided in the cafeteria  

throughout the  meetings.  We hope to see you there! 

 

Thursday February 15th, 2018 

Wednesday March 14th, 2018 (combined PK-2) 

Thursday April 12th, 2018 

Thursday May 17th, 2018 

Thursday June 7th, 2018 

 

PAC Continued….(Carly Hudson) 
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Center School Families! 

 

It‘s time to place your orders for your child‘s yearbook for the 

2017-2018 School Year!   

 

Our new vendor, Coffee Pond, will be collecting orders 

through Wednesday, February 28th, 2018.   

 

There will be order forms going home with your child         

containing  information on pricing and on how to order.   

 

Thank you, 

PAC 

Yearbook (Carly Hudson) 
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Valentine’s Day Party (Carly Hudson) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine‘s Day Party! 
Friday, February 9th 

6:30-8pm 

To be held at Center School 
Dancing to DJ, refreshments, BINGO, craft & photo station! 

Purchase tickets by 2/8: $10 per person or max $35 per family 

Siblings welcome! 

To make this fundraiser a success, PAC needs MANY volunteers 

and donations. 

Please check out the sign up genius! 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0B4EADAC29A2FC1-valentines 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4EADAC29A2FC1-valentines
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Class winner of Most Box Tops goes to….. 

 

September: Mrs. Lund‘s Class 

October: Mrs. McLaughlin‘s Class 

 

 

Quick reminder….To help your class be this months winner, don't forget 

to put your classroom teachers name on the sealed bag of box tops!  

 

For more information on the Box Tops for Education program, including a 

list of participating products and our school‘s progress, visit 

www.BTFE.com. Be sure to become a member to receive exclusive coupons 

and learn about extra ways for our school to earn. 

 

 If you have any questions, please don‘t hesitate to contact me at 

heidi.kassner@gmail.com.   

 

 

Box Tops for Education (Heidi Kassner) 
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http://www.btfe.com/
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From the desk of Mrs. 

Weintrob... 

Reminders and Notes 

 

 

 My heartfelt thanks for the many expressions 
of sympathy I received for my mother’s passing 
in December.  I am blessed to be part of such a 
caring school community.  Please know your 
kindness brings my family comfort during this 
difficult time. 
 

 Students go outside for recess everyday. 
 Please send your child to school prepare for 30 
minutes of outdoor play. 

 

 Our Lost & Found is overflowing.  Please 
stop by and/or remind your child to check for 
missing items.  Unclaimed items will be donated 
over February break. 

 


